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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COLYTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE FEOFFEES TOWN HALL BOARDROOM AT 7pm ON 9TH JANUARY 2012.

Present: Cllrs C Collier, B Collier, A Parr, S Real, K Clifford, S Smith, C Pady, H West, M Mann, J Hay, R Turner, Dist Cllr H Parr, L Berry (clerk) and 4 members of the public.

 12/01/161
Approval of apologies for absence – PC Steve Speariett (shift pattern) County Cllr Sara Randall Johnson (prior commitment), A Davis & P Arnott (unwell),
12/01/162    Police Report – sent by e-mail

       Year Review 2011

 Colyton
 There were 69 reported crimes in 2011 which compares to 65 the previous year, an increase of 6% but is below the long term average.

 

2004    - 88

2005    - 96

2006    - 70

2007    - 80

2008    - 91

2009    - 97

2010    - 65

2011    - 69

 Burglary – Other (15), Criminal Damage (12) and Theft (11) were the most common offences.

July had the most crimes (13) and February (1), April (2) and September (2) were the quietest.

Colyton continued to see theft of milk (8) from doorsteps but there has not been any  reported since August.

Break ins to rural outbuildings rose from 6 in 2010 to 15 in 2011, to combat this the neighbourhood will be visiting farms to conduct security surveys, offer property marking and community messaging.

Burglaries to homes fell from 7 to 4, this being the lowest total since 2004.

 

December 2011
 

Colyton - 6 Crimes
This compares to 3 crimes last month and 5 crimes in December 2010 

 11th – 12th Burglary: A residential property was broken into overnight at Govers Meadow by forcing a rear ground floor bedroom window. At this time it appears nothing was stolen. (KN/11/495)

 11th Assault: A male was assaulted in Courtenay Drive by two persons known to him following an argument. (KN/11/496)

  17th – 18th Criminal Damage: A door handle and letterbox were damaged on a front door to a property in Vicarage Street. (KN/11/514)

   16th – 19th Burglary Other: An attempt was made to break into the tannery at King Street. Nothing was stolen. (KN/11/517)

 16th Common Assault: Domestic related incident.

20th – 21st Criminal Damage: Damage was caused to a parked vehicle in Hillhead. (KN/11/524)
 January 2012
 

No reported crime to-date

 If you could pass on our thanks to the council for their support and we wish you all a happy New Year.

 Steve

12/01/163      Public Question time (maximum 15 minutes)

John Mills from Colyford wished everyone a Happy New Year and spoke about his concerns on the Seaton Park (Homes) Ltd proposed development for Seaton , a significant development which encroaches over Stafford Brook the boundary of Colyton Parish. His main concerns were the visual impact and the increased traffic levels. No one from the company had spoken to Colyford residents and he urged the council to get involved and to talk to the developers. Cllr Parr acknowledged his concerns, noted that the councillors had all received a detailed e-mail from Cllr Davis and promised that this would be discussed at the next Planning Committee meeting.

Clive Stone endorsed what John had said. He was interested in a comment made by Mr Cameron on Countryfile where he said he wanted to ‘empower villages to protect green spaces’. He asked if the PC would be writing to the District Council in support of this statement and would they support Colyford if they wrote directly? Cllr B Collier said the development is just a proposal and is in Seaton district but as the proposal is shown to come over Stafford Brook there is obviously an encroachment into Colyton Parish and a need to get into dialogue, he expressed surprise that this had not already happened. Cllr Mann though it surprising that Seaton was looking at this site when they already had the old Racal site, the Tower and the Tesco site. 

Cllr A Parr reiterated the East Devon Structural Plan and our comments on maintaining the green wedge,

Mr Stone commented on the state of the hedges on the outside of the Seaway Head development and felt that the management company had not been cutting back the hedges. Cllr Collier explained the situation and it was agreed that the clerk would write to Hastoe Housing and get them to maintain the hedges better.

Mr Stone was also concerned about the growth narrowing the road between Pear Tree Corner and Coles Mill.

He asked if any quotes had been received from the contractors tendering for removing & levelling the PMPF spoil heap? Nothing has been received, the clerk will chase up the quotes.

12/01/164      Approval of the minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 12th December 2011

Typing error on Page 63  - replace the word District with County. With this amendment the minutes were accepted.

12/01/165     Matters arising from the Minutes  
11/12/148  E Mail from PC Speariett re the horse box, which is taxed and insured and not causing a problem. (Has now been removed) 


Police will monitor the cars below the cemetery, they are not parked illegally.

Cllr Hay thought that these vehicles were actually causing an obstruction and could be prosecuted under the obstruction law. The general feeling was that the Police could be doing more to address the situation. Cllr Parr said the answer would be to request double yellow lines and asked the clerk to place this on the planning meeting agenda for discussion.

11/12/144 Local Plan – CPC response & discussion on date for a public meeting.

Cllr Parr explained that nobody had requested a public meeting; the press had reported the possibility of there being one when actually there was not a demand for it. The response we sent back had come from the consultation exercise that has resulted in the Parish plan and  nothing had changed.

Cllr Real asked if we should respond to the press?

Cllr West pointed out that what was happening in Seaton affected the LDF and us as a council.

Cllr Parr reassured him that should an application be received from Seaton Parks we would have to have a meeting with them and interested parties.

12/01/166     Report from County Councillor (received by e-mail)

At County Hall we are working on the next budget 2012/13 which will be set on 16th February at the Full Council. We are preparing a budget that will peg the Council Tax at the current level. Inflation is presenting a large challenge but one we are determined to keep pressures like these under tight control. Each department has been tasked to prepare draft budgets, which will be scrutinised and considered by councillors over the next few weeks. It is the Conservative administration’s aim NOT to pass additional increases onto the Tax Payer for the coming year and any changes to individual departmental budgets have to be balanced within the corporate entirety.

12/01/167      Report from District Councillors

Dist Cllr H Parr explained that she had several meetings to attend and would be leaving this one after her report. The District Council had received the Draft Revenue & Capital Estimates and there had been a further reduction to the District resulting, along with the reduction last year, in a 26% reduction in funding to the District Council. There would be nil increase in Council Tax and the District Council was looking to make further savings or generating income to cover the funding shortfall. Some benefits were no longer being administered by the Government and had been localised and would now be funded by the District Council and although the Council would be reimbursed for them it presented a problem when budgeting.

She asked if councillors had read the Local Plan and the chapter on Seaton? She pointed out that the strategy proposed was to restrict any further housing development beyond the existing boundary. She urged the council to liase with Seaton and pointed out that this was a proposal not an application for development. Developers do this all the time, a process of consultation and gauging reactions. Cllr Real asked if they were getting a positive response form the District Council, as this is what they are reporting?  Dist Cllr Parr said this was not necessarily the case. East Devon consults with several parties and it is Seaton Parks that are saying it’s a positive response!

She explained that developers could obtain land, get planning permission and then sit on it; they cannot be forced to develop a specific area.

She urged everyone to look at the Local Plan, especially Part 2 the section on Development Management page 174, Policy S6.

There was some discussion on the proposed move of the Council offices at Knowle to Honiton and Dist Cllr Parr explained the perceived need for this in view of the increased maintenance costs at the current location but the bottom line was that it would not happen unless there was a financial benefit to Council Tax payers.

Cllr A Parr asked if a consultation exercise would take place? Dist Cllr H Parr said she didn’t think so but there would have to be a planning application which would go out for consultation.

Cllr C Collier has seen a planning application for Seaton Heights which hadn’t come to Colyton PC (as a neighbouring parish), Dist Cllr H Parr said it was only an alteration to a condition to do with occupancy of the site by people on holiday.

12/01/168      Report on Reece Strawbridge Centre

Cllr Mann reported a quiet Christmas and New Year. The Youth Club opens on a Monday and Wednesday and is looking to recruit more volunteer helpers. He agreed to the users of the Centre being asked to distribute the letters consulting on the spending of the S106 money.

The Clerk had been told that the money requested for the railings would be in the bank account at the end of the week, she would confirm this at the Finance meeting.

12/01/169    Highway Matters 

a)
HGV's in Colyton - Highways preferred routing nothing yet received from County Cllr S Randall Johnston

b) 
TTRO1200862 – Market Place resurfacing 9 – 13 Feb 2012


TTRO 1200876 Dolphin St – DCC works – 9 – 13th February 2012

TTRO 1200873 Dolphin St – to Lishams Drain – DCC Works   14 – 17 February 2012

Cllr Mann was concerned that the proposed diversion for TTRO1200873 was down Cowhayne Lane and he felt that the double decker buses and other traffic would have trouble negotiating the bridge. The Clerk will inform Highways of our concerns.

c)
E mails from Mike Brown re ditch at Ridgeway Lane from Guernsey corner.

‘Now there is a danger of icing  ‘it has been forwarded to SWH as a safety defect.

d)
Salting of Grammar School access & Gully shoot. In response to CPC suggestion he feels it unlikely that they will change what they did last year that is salting Stafford Lane to Four Cross Elms and returning.


Caroline had sent the CPC Snow Plan and maps onto Highways in the hope that this will satisfy them and the salt delivery will occur, it is fortunate we have had good weather, as we would have been without a salt supply for the gritter because of the delay.

12/01/170
Stop Line Way - NTR
12/01/171        Reports from meetings attended: - NTR
12/01/172
Correspondence

a) Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust. The Trust is applying to become an NHS Foundation Trust, a copy of the consultation document has been received for comments

b) *Letter Post Office – Matt Walls

The current Post Offices will close on 4th February and the new service will open in Wilkes on 6th February

c)
Snippets/Intouch/RSN weekly digest and The Knowledge e-mailed to councillors and printed as necessary for circulation and information.

12/01/173
a)  Finance

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 19th December  (Appendix O) to be noted Accounts to be approved for payment

	Cheque No
	Payee
	
	
	VAT
	Total

	2928
	South West Water for PMPF
	Water & Sewerage
	
	
	£110.15

	2929
	Symonds & Sampson
	Valuation Fees
	200
	40
	£240.00

	2930
	PGD Services
	Gardening
	40
	
	£40.00


As from 1st January 2012 Viridor have taken on the responsibility of collecting waste & recyclables, they will invoice us from 1/1/12.

Clerk request a change of day off from Wednesday 18th January to Friday 20th January.

12/01/174
Planning

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 19th December2011 (Appendix P) to be noted

a  Planning Applications

Colyton Table Top Scheme Plan, details now received. The ‘table top’ has now been moved back to where we originally wanted it.

APPROVED subject to the following conditions 

i) The French drain at the bottom of Moorfields needs to be tarred over to stop the stones being lifted and thrown onto the road.

ii) Could another SLOW sign be painted on the approach to the tabletop just below Knowles?

The clerk will pass this onto Paul Wilson and the contractors.

b Planning Decisions

11/2366/LBC Bells Cottage, St Andrews Square, Replacement of floor joists and floor boards & opening up of fireplace in ground floor - Approved

c  Correspondence

a) Letter from Mr C Stone to EDDC Planning re 11/2576/FUL Land adjacent to Lichfield Cottage. Gully Shoot (plan subsequently withdrawn),

b) Planning East Design Review Panel on 26th January – Bob Collier will attend.

12/01/175`Amenities

There is a broken gate at the top of Pratts Hill at the end of the bridleway where t joins Ashdown Lane. The gate will not close and needs resetting. John will be asked to contact Cllr Pady. (now repaired)

Cllr Hay has spoken to Alan McLean and he would be willing to lay a base for the memorial seat to his mother once a location had been agreed.

The Mid Week Herald had identified Ridgeway Lane as ‘Dog Mess Alley’, not an accolade we wish to have. There followed some discussion over the placement of a dog bin in the area and it was decided to report the problem to the dog warden and see if some of the offenders could be identified.

Cllr Turner reported that people walking their dogs are using the football pitch at the far end of the playing fields; the problem appears to stem from the footbridge being moved and people now walking around the field boundary and onto the pitches.

The Clerk will chase up the progress of the Dog Control Order and speak to Amanda the Dog Warden re Ridgeway Lane.

Cllr Hay asked about any progress on Ham Lane. Residents had reported no problems.

Cllr Pady reminded everyone of the Amenities meeting on the 16th where the allocation of footpaths for inspection will be on the agenda as well as the wild spaces proposals from Kimmo Evans.

12/01/176
Peace Memorial Playing Field

a) One e-mail response from the notice in the Church & Parish.

b) The letters were handed out for distribution .

12/01/177 Registration of Council Owned Land

Land Registration fee – using online calculator.

1. Picnic Area – value £10,000   Fee £40

2. St Andrews Gardens & Bakers Memorial Shelter – Value £3000 – Fee £40

3. Bridge St Gardens – Value £5000 – Fee £40

4. Colcombe Allotments – Value £15000 – Fee £40

5 Car Parking Area – Value £2000 - Fee £40

TOTAL £200

The clerk has approached Mr M Carlisle of Bevis & Beckinsale and he has no deeds on the PMPF or Reece Strawbridge Centre. Anything he had had been returned via Cllrs Arnott .

Cllr West will investigate further and report back.

Maps/Plans - Land Registry Requirements 

6.5 Plans for use in deeds

Plans used in deeds originate from a variety of sources. Generally, any plan that has been professionally prepared and is drawn accurately to a scale referred to in section 6.7 Detailed plan requirements under LRR 2003, should be satisfactory for use in a deed. Hand drawn sketches must not be used.

Detailed plan requirements under LRR 2003

Where a plan is required for any new deed or for any application lodged at Land Registry, it should be prepared having regard to the following guidelines.

· Drawn to and show its actual scale.

· Show its orientation (for example, a north point).

· Use preferred scales of 1/1250 – 1/500 for urban properties.

· Use preferred scales of 1/2500 for rural properties (fields and farms etc).

· Do not base on a scale of imperial measurement (for example 16 feet to 1 inch).

· Do not reduce in scale (see section 6.6 Plans reduced in scale).

· Do not mark or refer to as being for identification only.

· Do not show statements of disclaimer used under Property Misdescriptions Act 1991.

· Show sufficient detail to be identified on the Ordnance Survey map.

· Show its general location by showing roads, road junctions or other landmarks.

· Show the land of the property including any garage or garden ground.

· Show buildings in their correct (or intended) position.

· Show access drives or pathways if they form part of property boundaries.

· Show the land and property clearly (for example by edging, colouring or hatching).

· Have edgings of a thickness that do not obscure any other detail.

· Show separate parts by suitable plan markings (house, parking space, dustbin space).

· Identify different floor levels (where appropriate).

· Show intricate boundaries with a larger scale or inset plan.

· Show measurements in metric units only, to two decimal places.

· Show undefined boundaries accurately and where necessary, by reference to measurements.

· Show measurements that correspond, so far as possible, to scaled measurements.

12/01/178
Hastoe new affordable housing scheme, discussion on the feasibility of the project.

Hastoe’s require a letter from us confirming that we would support them                               doing another needs survey to ascertain the feasibility of another affordable housing development for local people.

Cllr C Collier proposed we send such a letter, Cllr Real seconded the proposal, there were no amendments and the proposal was voted on with 10 for and 1 abstention.

Cllr A Parr will draft the letter for the clerk to send.

12/01/179  Seaton Proposed Development – Deferred to the Planning meeting on 23rd January.

12/01/180   Dates of future meetings

Amenities Meeting – January 16th
Finance & Planning January 23rd
Council Meeting – February 13th
Cllr B Collier informed councillors that there is a meeting of the DALC in Kilmington Village Hall on the 31st January if anyone wished to attend.

12/01/181
Matters to be taken into Committee

There were no matters to discuss but Cllr M Mann proposed that the council went into Committee to sign the minutes of the last meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Real and agreed by all.

The minutes were duly signed as being a true record of the meeting.

The meeting closed at 2030. 
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