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MINUTES OF THE COLYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2011 IN COLYTON TOWN HALL BOARD ROOM.

Present: Cllrs B Collier, C Collier, S Real., H West, J Hay, S Smith, K Clifford, A Davis, C Pady. M Mann, R Turner, Dist Cllr H Parr, County Cllr S Randall Johnson (for part of meeting), L Berry (Clerk) and 11 members of the public

Cllr A Parr welcomed everyone to the meeting and reported that Mr Eric Platts, a former councillor had recently died and as a mark of respect all present were asked to stand in silence for one minute.

11/11/120 Approval were received and approved from – P. Arnott (hospitalised), and the Police.
11/11/121 Police Report e-mailed as follows,


6/7th October
Burglary 
Enquiries ongoing


Between 3rd Sept/9th Oct
Harassment – Enquiries ongoing


15/16th October

Criminal Damage

17/18th October

2 x incidents of Criminal Damage

18/19th October

Burglary

19th October


Burglary

20/21st October

Criminal Damage

7/8th November 

Burglary

11/11/122     Public Question time (maximum 15 minutes)

Two members of the public from Colyford thanked the Colyford Councillors and Cllr G Godbeer for their support in putting forward their objections to the Elm Cottage proposed development.

Mr A Govey of Francis Way, Colyford spoke on planning application 11/2335/FUL, explaining his reasons for asking the Council to not support the application.


Mr Dennis Baler spoke on the Stop Line Way proposal through Colyford. He felt it served no useful purpose and felt that the County Council were not listening to local residents. He urges the strongest possible protest against this cycle way, which in his opinion is not wanted.


Mr John Mills thanked the Council for their ongoing support of the off road option.

11/11/123  The minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 10th October 2011 were approved with one slight amendment under Potholes reported the word drains was added to the ditches that need clearing.

11/11/124     Matters arising from the Minutes  which are not otherwise on the agenda

a) Letter from Harry Sleeman received addressed to all Councillors re the investigations into the appointment of the Feofees (to be attached to October Minutes Min Ref 11/10/113(f) along with the letter to Paul Arnott).

Chairman’s response in the Midweek Herald to their report of the above & letter in response from Cllr Arnott – *Cllr Arnott request that this be deferred for one month.

The Chairman declared this matter now closed.

11/11/125     Report from County Councillor

Cllr S Randall-Johnson arrived later in the meeting and gave her report part way through. She advised the Council that she would get Highways to send us their preferred map for HGV’s through Colyton.

She confirmed the form for a grant from her Localism budget had been received and although coy about the amount of money she had to offer advised the Council to put in a bid for the grit bins and the towable gritter.

There was some discussion over the state of the road on the way to Sutton Tip and although it is outside Colyton parish it is the main route that residents would use to the tip and the state of it will discourage them and possibly lead to an increase in fly tipping. Cllr Randall-Johnson explained that this is a budgeting issue but will take our concerns back to Highways.

The draft action notes from Ross Mills on the SLW were discussed and concern was expressed that in those notes there were no mention of the pinch point priority system that had been discussed. Cllr Randall-Johnson said the Council needed to discuss those notes and get back to Ros. 

Cllr C Collier asked when Dolphin Street would be resurfaced, as promised some months ago, Cllr Randall Johnson will chase it up

11/11/126   Report from District Councillor.

Cllr H Parr stated that the New Local Plan is going to the development management committee at the end of the week. It will then be out for consultation in January.

It is a large document split into three parts and is our own local policy that along with the Government Policy will provide the framework of development in the area for the future.

The Policy is in three parts, each dealing with separate issues, ranging from the ‘Big Picture’ in Section 1 dealing with housing numbers and employment and the enhancement & conservation of the environment, to the development Management Policy where the plan is to build 15000 houses by 2026 and the provision of Neighbourhood plans (at a cost of £20,000 each), and new policies on Development Land where the plan is to match at least one new job to each new house. There are proposed changes to permitted development rights and a new policy on agricultural succession housing to try to encourage the younger members of farming families to stay on and work the farm.

It is a very wide-ranging document and she urges everyone to read through it when it is out for consultation.

11/11/127     Report on Reece Strawbridge Centre

Cllr Mann reported that the Youth Club held at the centre attracts nearly 30 children on each of the two evenings it is operating. The toddler group is increasing and the halls are being booked and used, generating some income. A recent Open Day had been held in conjunction with the Firework display and was deemed a success with the monies raised going towards the Youth Football Fund. He had done some tidying outside and thanked whoever had cut the grass. Cllr West expressed his ongoing concern over the lack of a barrier between the two parking levels. Cllr Mann explained that although the barriers had been constructed there was no money to get them erected. He estimated the cost would be about £600. It appears that the car park is the responsibility of the Parish Council although this problem with the barrier had been overlooked by everyone at all stages of the development until now.

Cllr West proposed that the Parish Council pay for the installation of the barrier, Cllr Davis seconded the proposal. There ware no amendments and the proposal was carried. It was later agreed that we could apply to Cllr S Johnson’s locality fund for help towards this.

11/11/128     Highway Matters 

Cllr J Hay reported a list of potholes and concerns that will be passed onto Highway, the new preferred procedure is that each pothole is identified on an online map a reference is then generated and the problem passed onto the correct officer. In time this will be an interactive service and the reference can be then checked for a progress update. Currently this can only be done with a phone call.

He also reported that the arrow sign at the top of the Butts has one light out and the one-way sign is not lit at night.

Potholes reported: Chantry Bridge/Yardbury Farm/Colcombe Castle/Lishams Drain./King St.

Damaged Road surface reported: Chantry Bridge/King St/ Sidmouth Rd/ Queen St./Yardbury Farm Rd.

Lower Mounthill subsidence around drain.

Street Light J6 – West St Cottages reported as faulty

a) Copy of Email from Michael Goodliff sent to Mike Brown re Junction of Elm Farm Lane &A3052 Colyford and Mike Browns reply.

b) Email from Jennie Moon re damage done to hedges by speeding tractors in the lanes near her. This is a yearly problem but the Council is concerned about the erosion of the banks and verges and will monitor the problem at the next occurrence.

c) Email from EDDC Customer service centre Roads & Transport – re CSM11436270 Wilmington flooding issues – difficult to clear ditches due to an uncooperative adjoining landowner.

d) Email response from Mike Brown re extra grit bins and response from Sara Randall Johnson, she has the money and will supply us with the form needed to request extra bins.

e) Update on other issues – 11431507  One way sign at the Butts cleared by inspecting Officer.

11431512 – Fly tipping at Ridgeway Lane, request for sign sent to EDDC.

11431515 – Potholes – reported onto Peter Shepley, some repairs done on 22 October.

f) Copy of Task Group Investigation 2010 – Winter Maintenance of the Highways – copy in the office. Bob Collier confirmed to them as our Snow Warden. The Clerk will investigate what training/information is offered to Snow Wardens.

g) Copy of letter from Mr B Fowkes to DCC Highways re Heavy Goods Vehicles entering/leaving Colyton – this will be on the agenda for Decembers meeting

h) Email from Susan Leadbetter re the state of the road outside the bank and an accident she had there. Passed onto DCC Highways for attention of Mike Brown - to be addressed at the next Traffic Group meeting.

i) Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic, Silver St – Market Place from Church St Junction to the give way line outside the Town Hall on Wednesday 7th December for Colyton Christmas Fayre 1400 – 2000.

j) Temporary Road Closure Notice – King St 15/12 – 17/12 – laying ducting.

11/11/129    Stop Line Way  - draft notes received from Ros Mills from meeting on Thursday   3rd. 

Cllr H West briefed the Council on the proposed Burgesses Plans of an off road route through Colyford. This will be discussed in Committee at the end of this meeting.                               Several members of the public left

11/11/130  Reports from meetings attended: 

Cllr B Collier had attended a well-supported meeting of the DAPC where the recent LDF survey was discussed along with the impact of funding cuts on Councils throughout the area.

Cllr C Collier and other Councillors had attended the Public meeting, (which was not well attended), to discuss the Jubilee celebrations. It was agreed that celebrations would run along the same lines as the Royal Wedding celebrations and local children of primary age would be given mugs with the coat of arms and Colyton Parish name to celebrate the occasion. The next meeting is the 30th November.

Cllr M Mann had attended the Library Liaison Committee meeting. The library now has only 1 librarian and the hours of opening are changing as from 1st December. The library is still scheduled for refurbishment and renovation from January 17th and will be shut for 4 weeks. On re-opening it will have a self service machine and hopefully volunteers will have been trained in the closed period and will help man the library and extend the opening times.

Cllr Davis reported on the Devon County Council Rights of Way Committee meeting last Friday.

He was unable to attend in person.  The meeting discussed the application to delete the footpath from Brinkley Bridge to Woodbridge on the upper Coly.

He said a majority of this council had supported this application in August.

However, the ROW committee had rejected the application.

He added it was reported the applicants may appeal this decision but he hoped it would be accepted and improvements to the East Devon Way encouraged.

He also confirmed Mr David Hurford was one of the applicants, there had been some confusion about this when previously discussed.

11/11/131 Correspondence

a) Letter from Kate Derby re Queens Diamond Jubilee, a copy of which will be given to the Jubilee Committee, it proposes tree planting to mark the occasion something the council felt was a good idea if an area could be identified. Possibly the beech trees at Stafford could be extended?

b) NALC Policy Briefing document on the Localism Bill

c) Email from EDDC re Christmas concessionary parking from 2pm on an afternoon of our choice – date to be forwarded to them by 30th November. The council agreed on the 7th December and asked if another date in mid December could also be considered. The clerk will pass this on.

d) Email from Jamie Buckley inviting one representative to an event to discuss the health, wellbeing, and welfare reforms in East Devon on 2nd December.

e) Email from Greg Davies re Community Council of Devon Members Forum requesting nominations for Vice Chair. Cllr B Collier proposed that we support Linda Bealey , Cllr Smith seconded the proposal. There were no amendments and the proposal was carried.

f) Invitation to attend Tesco preview evening on Sunday 20th November –Councillors had received individual invitations and had responded. Liz forwarded three names.

g) E-mail copies of the Knowledge, RSN Online weekly digest & an invitation to the South West Allotment Forum Meeting - noted

h) Email from Denise Lyons re the new draft Council Plan – comments by mid Jan. (copy in the office) To be placed in the agenda for January,

i) Email from Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue re Fire Alarm response calls. Online consultation and planned meeting.

j) Post Office – letter from Post Office re location of service to Wilkes and press release from ‘Save the Post Office Action Group’.

k) Grazing Land at Colyvale – letter from EDDC, this land is currently let on a grazing tenancy. The tenancy has been advertised. The current tenant has made the highest offer – PC comments invited – no comments offered.
l) Veolia – Waste Management pre treatment Survey – declaration. Cllr A Parr completed this.

m) RSN online – survey on Neighbourhood planning – by 30th November
n) Making it Local - invitation to event at Escot House on 29th November re latest news from MIL and plans for the future. Cllr Smith expressed an interest, the Clerk will forward her the details.
Cllr Turner expressed concern over the problem of HGV’s in Colyton and the impact that any ban or restriction would make on local businesses. Cllr A Parr explained that it was the Councils policy to support local businesses and the Council had never supported a ban on HGV’s. Cllr Turner asked that the council confirm its policy and address this issue at the next meeting.

11/11/132   a)  Finance

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 24th October  (Appendix K ) to be noted Accounts to be approved for payment

	Cheque No
	Payee
	
	
	VAT
	Total

	2905
	PGD Services
	Gardening work
	
	
	90.00

	2906
	Blamphayne Sawmills
	  Timber for repairs
	59.20
	11.84
	71.04

	2907
	Garden Shop
	Paint for railings
	21.82
	4.36
	26.18

	DD
	Talk Talk
	Broadband & phone
	12.34
	3.08
	15.42

	2908
	Veolia
	Container exchange
	87.07
	17.41
	104.48

	2909
	Audit Commission
	Audit 
	
	
	480

	2910
	Mole Avon
	Nuts/bolts/wipes
	11.66
	2.39
	14.04

	2911
	Garden Shop
	Bin bags
	17.90
	3.58
	21.48

	2912
	BT
	Calls

 Rental of line

Payment charges
	49.68

49.56

9.00
	21.64
	129.88

	2913
	Spar Musbury 
	Fuel
	11.25
	2.25
	13.50


a) Certified Annual Audit Return received from the Audit Office. No further action required. Copies available on request 

b) Request from Victim Support for a contribution towards the ongoing development of their work to support people living in Devon.

c) Copy of Colyford Memorial Hall Receipts & Payments Account approved at their AGM. 

d) Cllr Turner proposed the Council looks at paying the BT bill by Direct Debit, thereby saving ourselves the £9 charge imposed on us for paying by cheque. Cllr West seconded the proposal. There were no amendments and the proposal was carried. The clerk will deal with it.

11/11/133  Planning

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 24th October 2011 (Appendix  L)to be noted

a  Planning Applications

*11/2335/FUL Heatherhayne, Seaton Rd, Colyford for Mr & Mrs Head

Proposed loft conversion including construction of dormer extensions and insertion of first floor windows.


3 letters of objections from MOP’s, photos supplied by Cllr H West.

*Cllr A Parr declared a personal interest.

The Council agreed to SUPPORT this application as it is permitted development but to address the loss of privacy concerns of neighbours asked that the gable end window be made smaller and obscure glass is used in it and the dormer windows.

11/2337/FUL Plot 4, Old Manor Gardens, Colyford for Mr Chapman.

Construction of ground floor rear extension. – application withdrawn  
11/2227/TCA Clock House, Swan Hill Rd, Colyford for Mr Winter

Fell 3 x Leyland Cypress T1 – T3

Fell 3 x Pine T4-T6

No objection from Tree Warden.

SUPPORTED

*11/2208/FUL 4 Courtney Drive for Mr P Cox
Conservatory to rear of house – SUPPORTED

*Cllrs Real & Turner declared a personal interest.
11/2222/COU Tritchmarsh Farm, Colyton for Mr David Selley

Change of use of agricultural barn to equestrian stabling of horses. SUPPORTED

11/2366/LBC Bells Cottage, St Andrews Square, Colyton for Mrs E Valance. Replacement of first floor joists & floor boards, opening up of fireplace in ground floor. SUPPORTED
b Planning Decisions

11/2189/FUL Wild Flowers, Seaton Rd. Retention of 2 x dormer windows with insertion of glazing and alterations to material. – APPROVED

11/2227/TCA Colyton Guide Association HQ , Renewal of barge boards, replacement window sills and re-rendering – APPROVED

11/2051/FUL 2 The Orchard , Shells Lane.  Installation of railings to create balcony on rear elevation - APPROVED,

11/2177/LBC Old Court House, Queen St – replacement of existing canvas covered car port with glazed garden room – APPROVED

11/2132/LBC The Studio, Market Place – replacement roof covering to flat roof over front bay & porch – APPROVED

11/0983/FUL 3 Elm Cottages, Fair View Lane, Colyford – Alterations to existing cottages and construction of 4 new dwellings and formation of site access points and provision of footway – REFUSED on grounds of over development of the site compared to the surrounding pattern of development. Inadequate amenity & parking space for future occupiers and as such is detrimental to the character and appearance of the surrounding area.

c  Correspondence

11/F0422 – Location – Land Adjacent to Coly Dene, Cowhayne Lane.

                   Complaint – Siting of Unauthorised shipping container.

The placement of this container requires planning permission under the terms of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, because it is in an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and in a Class 3 Flood Zone.

In the circumstances there are two options available to you:

1. Remove the shipping container from the land within 28 days; or

2. Apply retrospectively for planning permission to retain the shipping container on the land. The appropriate application forms are available on line at www.eastdevon.gov.uk/planningforms, or should you require forms to be sent to you, please do not hesitate in contacting the Planning East Team on 01395 571597.  

11/11/134  Amenities

All allotment payments have been received except for Mr Lionel Bond who requests a reduction in payment for his allotment plot as it is not a full size – he has offered to pay £12 (the half plot rate)

Cllr Mann proposed the council accept this, Cllr Smith seconded the proposal, there was no amendment and the proposal was carried.

EDDC Open Space, Outdoor Sport & Recreation Questionnaire 2011. To be returned by 30th November. Cllr Pady will fill this out and other councillors are encouraged to fill in the on line residents form.

There was some discussion over the complaint by Janet Webber of trees shading her allotment. There had been a couple of volunteers who were going to cut back the hedge but this had never happened. Cllr B Collier agreed to look at the problem and the ash tree overhanging the steps. He will also contact Arthur Parsons and see if he is interested in doing the job for the wood.

Cllr Pady reported that thee had been a very successful working party at the Community woodland, supported by the Axe Vale Conservation Society and a good job had been made of tidying up the area.

11/11/135 Peace Memorial Playing Field

a) 3 estimates sought from Mr, J Hansford, Mr T Flay & Mr M Trim.

All contractors are busy at this time of year but Mr Hansford is viewing the site later in the week and Mr Trim is preparing a quote.

106 funding – there had been several exchanges of e-mail from Cllrs West & Davis to Jamie Buckley and Sulina Tullock about the amount of money available and the criteria for its use. Cllr C Collier was annoyed at this exchange, she felt the matter had been discussed and explained at the meeting with Sulina and Jamie and that all these should have gone through the clerk (the clerk had been copied in on all these e-mails as had Cllr C Collier).

Cllr Parr suggested that to move forward we adopt the ‘Payhembry’ model for our public consultation exercise and Council discussed the requirements and the priority.

It was agreed that the wording should be as follows:

Groundwork’s to enable the provision of:

Skate Board Park

Activity/Sports wall

BMX Track

Other comments

Delivery could be made using local scout group, Youth club members and the exercise could be promoted in the Parish newsletter and Parish magazine.

The collection points could be the Town Hall letterbox and, with co-operation, Colyford Post Office

11/11/136  Council Approval requested by clerk:

a) To offer various documents to the Historical Society. Cllr Mann proposed that these be offered to the Historical Society and if not wanted by them then offered to the Feofees, Cllr Smith seconded this. There were no amendments and the proposal was carried.

b) To look into the cost and feasibility of ‘real time’ data backup – agreed the clerk getting some quotes & details.
c)  
Agreed that the form for the grant from County Committee Locality Budget for 5 new grit bins at £300 each (ref Sara Randall Johnson), Fuji winter salt spreader (as per Beers with the help of Jim Knight) and the cost of installing the car park barriers be submitted.
11/11/137  Registration of Council Owned Land

Four pieces of land have been identified as being owned by the Council but not registered – ref Cllr H West/Cllr C Collier

Colcombe Allotment plots

St Andrews Gardens & D F Baker Memorial Shelter

Bridge House Gardens

Hillhead picnic area

Two estimates have been obtained by the clerk:

John Wood - £300-£500 plus VAT

Greenslade Taylor Hunt - £3500 - £400

It was agreed to approach Ros Wilmington at Symonds and Samson and get a quote from them giving us three quoted from which to choose a valuator. 

11/11/138  Dates of future meetings

Finance & Planning Committee Meetings Monday November 28th – to include a short presentation by Kimmo Evans.

Next Parish Council Meeting Monday December 12th

Finance & Planning December meeting – 19th December

11/11/139
Matters to be taken into Committee


Burgesses plan for an alternative route for the Stop Line Way

Cllr C Collier proposed that these matters be dealt with In Committee under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as amended by the Local Government Act 1972), the public, including the press be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, i.e. financially sensitive matters. 

This was seconded by Cllr Hay and agreed by all.

The meeting closed at 2135.







