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THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COLYTON PARISH

COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2010 IN THE

BOARDROOM OF THE FEOFFEES TOWN HALL AT 7.00 PM

Those present:  Parish Councillors Mrs C H Collier, R L Collier, A Davis, D G House, C E Pady, A W H Parr (Chairman), R Turner, C Stone, W Waterworth & N Weldon

Also in attendance: District Councillor Mrs H Parr, no representative of the police, no representative of the press and seven members of the public 

County Councillor Sara Randall Johnston attended for part of the meeting. 

10/10/19
 RECEIPT AND APPROVAL OF APOLOGIES:

PC Steve Speariett

10/10/20 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

J Hay reported that the trees around the Lagoon on Burnards Field Road need trimming and were encroaching on the street lamps.

Corner of the Butts and Burnards Field Road the trees had grown over the garden already reported to Highways.

The no entry sign and the white lining around the Butts, Burnards Field road has worn away as has much of the white lining in the town.

Road surface outside Lloyds Bank, Market Place and Rosemary Lane is bad – Highways have been informed and it is waiting financial approval.

A dog bin is requested for Ridgeway Lane. The verges along Ridgeway lane need doing. The Seat at Sellers Grave is broken..

2 loose paying slabs were reported outside Abbots.

Council Elections – is it necessary for a 5/6 months tenure, could we not co-opt.

Cllr D House replied that it was democratic to call election

10/10/21
 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL         MEETINGS HELD ON 11th OCTOBER 2010 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 11th October 2010  were approved and signed as a true record. 

10/10/22
 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) 10/10/16 Election confirmed Thursday 25th November – 2 candidates

b) Street cleaning figures will be forwarded from East Devon.

 c) 10/10/11 Dolphin Street Toilets

Refurbishment will take place from Monday 22 November until 24th      December. The toilets will be closed during this period.

Standard automatic gate locking times are 10pm in the summer and 7pm in winter. However they can be set at a time that suits our needs if required.

d) F10/49 Ground Maintenance Contract (For Finance Committee)

4 information packs sent out and 1 collected at the moment.

10/10/23
   REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR  


County Councillor not present at this point. (Arrived later – reported towards end of meeting).

 10/10/24
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Discussions with South Somerset has ended. They have pulled out of any partnership working. EDDC will have to look at saving £2.4m in the next budget. Savings of £500,000 already provided for. The Finance Officers are looking at how to achieve further cuts and will report back at Decembers meeting of the Executive Board. There will be a possible loss of staff and changes of structures.

10/10/25 
REECE STRAWBRIDGE CENTRE

The project is up and running again with a further grant from Devon Youth. The ground floor will be opened in mid December. On 28th October the leader of D.C.C. visited the site to view the project. Comments allegedly made by a Parish Cllr to J Hart, leader of D.C.C. were questioned.

A Davis suggesting looking at putting forward the project for an architectural award. 

In response to a letter received a discussion on the lease took place. The lease was drawn up by the Trustees solicitors and discussed by the Parish Council in June 2009, in July it was discussed again and agreed. At that time it was also agreed by the Trustees. The Parish Council cannot give away public assets. The decision is to keep it as it is, 50 years and look into the legal position of extending it to 99 years.

The Trustees are to detail any other matters in the lease that they wish to discuss.

*Cllr C.Stone declared an interest.

10/10/26  
HIGHWAY MATTERS:



a) Cllr A Davis reported on the Highway Meeting – notes attached.

The council thanked Highways for the Coly Road improvements. The re-surfacing was very good but areas in between, a yard on either side need clearing to give more room for pedestrians.

There was a request for white lining of the bus stop in Colyford.

The junction at the top of Mounthill has a very rough surface and need white lines.

b) Path Diversion Order Footpath no 36

Council agreed the Order but noted that the kissing gate marked on the map is in fact a stile.

c) A copy of the logged report had been received.

all 

10/10/27  
REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED

Cllr A Davis reported on a Planning Presentation at Knowle.

Report attached.

A Davis reported on the Playing Fields AGM

Report attached.

StopLine Way – A Davis & G Stephens

Report attached

Delegated Powers, presentation at Knowle. Cllrs Stone and Waterworth reported

Use ward members to add weight. Non-designated Heritage Asset new level below listed buildings.

Three case studies were shown. Cllr Pady queried the number of site inspections, confirmed it was very few.
10/10/28
 CORRESPONDENCE:

a)
 Notice of re-arranged Colyton Memorial Social Club Committee meeting on Tuesday 9th November at 8p.m

a) Making it local – free funding workshop

b) Minerals & Waste Planning – development of a Mineral Core Strategy. Cllr Parr will complete the return.
c)
Bus passenger figures from Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring & Ride. (After the 5 towns, Colyton is the biggest user of the service)


(For finance Committee)

e) E-mail – AONB Wish to attend December Council meeting to present Tithe map and make a 10 minute presentation on the draft Colyton Parish Biodiversity Audit.

This was agreed.
10/10/29
FINANCE

a
Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held 25th October  2010 (Appendix L) were noted.

b
Cheque # 2863  EDF Energy…£15.69 plus VAT £0.78
……...
£16.47

Cheque # 2865  Mr A G Barratt ..Grounds Maintenance……...     £2033.63

Cheque # 2866  DD & S Newspapers – advert £59.80 plus VAT £10.48 ……..…. ,  







£ 70.38

      Cheque # 2867  Veolia Environmental Service. Refuse Collection 

£99.78 plus VAT £17.46




  …… £117.24


Cheque #2068 – RBL Poppy Appeal …………wreath ……………£16.50

c) Letter from Hammetts re audit procedures was noted. This confirms that our internal audit procedures are satisfactory. A recent telephone conversation with the Audit Commission confirmed that  £1 nominal valuations are acceptable.

 d)   Spending Guidelines and limit set for Clerk. – Confirmed as up to £20.

Printer not working – call out charge £75 + VAT – agreed to purchase a new laser printer up to £300. Cllr Davis will source it.

e ) Ground Maintenance Contract discussed, question if the uncut parts of  the Playing Fields could be included in the contract? Agreed to leave present contract as it is and if necessary have a separate contract for the playing fields.

Cllr Pady will cut the Playing Field hedge.

10/10/30
PLANNING:
a
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held 25th October 2010 (Appendix M) were noted.

b
Planning Applications

10/2099/COU

1 Riverside, Dolphin St, COLYTON

Change of use from offices to residential for Mr Chris Hammett

Decision to Approve.

Footnote –  Mr Hammet is our auditor.

*10/2118/TCA

Colyton House, Vicarage St. Colyton

As below for  Mrs Helen Parr

T1 Holm Oak - Reduce crown by 25% via thinning

T2  Eucalyptus -  Fell

T3  Cypress - Fell

T4  Pittosporum - Lift crown to 4m clearance

T5  Walnut - Lift crown to 3m clearance

Councils decision approve Tree Wardens comments

No objection to the proposed works. The large prominent Holme oak (TPO) requires reduction by thinning to take the weight off the limbs as the tree has severe basal decay, not uncommon in Holme oaks. The other trees on the application would not be given TPO status to protect them, so ok to remove 


*Andrew and Helen Parr declared an interest and left the room.

.

10/1947/LBC

1 Lilac Place

Vicarage St. 

Replacement of first floor uPVC window with single glazed timber window for Mrs Jill Smart 

(Details not yet received, leave to Planning Committee)

10/2175/TRE

The Coach House

Kingsholme

Colyford

Lift crown of a twin stemmed Thuja by removal or reduction of selected branches for Mr G Cuthbert.

Council approved

The whole Kingsholme site has a blanket TPO and this tree has some history of previous applications. The owner has indicated that in a previous appeal he has been given the go ahead to remove the tree.. So 'no objection'.
10/1852/FUL

Higher Wadden Farm.

Southleigh for Mr M Hiscox

Retention pf use of converted barn for holiday accommodation including physical alterations and extension

(Next Planning Committee).

c)
Planning Decisions 


10/1461/OUT

Litchfield Cottage, Gully Shoot. Colyford.

Single storey dwelling and garage for Mr AP Craft

Outline planning approval granted.

10/1856/TRE

39 Burnards Field Road. Colyton for Mr T Palmer

Remove lower epicormic growth from Oak tree.

Approval with conditions,

d)

LDF Core Strategy, Preferred Approach

Still being circulated – comments by Planning Committee Meeting on 22nd November.

e)
Correspondence

a) Planning Presentations  - details given at Planning Committee and on Minutes.

c) Development Management Committee Meeting – Tuesday 16th November 2010 at 2.00pm (Ref 10/1613/FUL - Colyford Common).

East Devon Officers recommend approval, Parish Council still have concerns over the Highway issues. Cllr House to attend Development Management Meeting to speak on behalf of the Parish Council.

It was reported that the Harepath Road application (10/0966/FUL) has been amended.

10/10/31    COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT.

Cllr Randall Johnston will check with Highways how they arrived at their decision on the Colyford Common Application.

She also confirmed that the Parish Council will be consulted about the proposed weight restrictions in Axmouth as this will affect Colyford.

DCC is being asked to take a 28% cut from Government funding and they are trying to cover the shortfall without increasing council tax. 

Funding for concessionary fares for the over 60’s and disabled is a main concern.

She urges all Parish Councils to have an Emergency Plan.

10/10/32
AMENITIES:
a)
Timber cost from John.


Maximum of 20 lengths - £110 + VAT  Total £129.72

(FYI on inspection of the Hillhead picnic site 1 picnic bench is missing and 3 seats are unrepairable but possibly 1 good seat could be made from them).

Options

A. Buy 3 new seats and a bench

B. Approve purchase of timber John will make required bench and seats in winter months.

    
Agreed to purchase the timber and for John to make the new bench and seats.

The seat at Sellers Grave is to be removed into the workshop and repaired.

b) Cllr Pady has agreed a site for the holly tree at the picnic site in memory or Mr Barker.

c) A working party met at the community woodland site with helpers from Axe Vale Conservation Society. BTCV had helped with a Grant application to Making it Local for further work at the woodland. 

d) A separate application for a Lottery Wildlife Grant has been made and the results should be known shortly.

e) There is a problem with dog fouling at the Playing  Fields. Agreed to put a ‘no dog’ sign at the entrance by the tennis courts. We will approach EDDC to list this area as a dog restricted area.

f) BT to be contacted again about the repairing the gap in the fence where the telephone box was situated.

10/10/33
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS



Deferred to next committee meeting

10/10/34
PEACE MEMORIAL PLAYING FIELD

Report on the meeting of 30th October. Useful discussions had taken place. The Playing Field Management Committee wants a third tennis court where the MUGA is and also a boules area. Cllr Stone has suggested new plans and will circulate to councillors.

10/10/35
OTHER MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN

 None.

10/10/36
DATE OF FUTURE MEETINGS


October Finance, Planning Committee meetings 22nd November 2010


Full Parish Council Meeting 13th December 2010

10/10/37
IN COMMITTEE


None                                                     Meeting closed at 9.25pm



Colyton Traffic Group Meeting

Colyton Town Hall

13th October 2010

Present P Wilson, DCC

H Parr  EDDC

A Parr, A Davis Colyton PC

Following items discussed

1. Changes to parking restrictions – Sidmouth Road, Hillhead (lower), Lloyds Bank all outstanding to be done.  DCC passed to contractor SWH.  Requested they also redo rumble strips at top of Hillhead near Seaway Head at the same time.

2. Coly Road table top – DCC consultant preparing drawing, they will email when ready.

3. Drop Kerbs – Colyton Market place – DCC reminded these are still outstanding.  They were also to consider the relocation of the disabled bay to a flatter area outside the chemist.

4. Stop Line Way – DCC passed speed test results for the A3052.  Could not confirm if safety audit done but advised a report on alternative route carried out.  Colyton requested copies of both when available.

5. King St parking – DCC to visit site, but would not support designated spaces.  Suggested a letter to residents to explain situation and request them to use off-road parking where available.

6. Coly Road – Colyton requested attention to the edges of the road and overhanging trees. DCC advised it is to be closed during 1st week November for resurfacing.

7. Parish Lengthsman – Colyton requested some input and a copy of the work plans used.  DCC recommended to contact Mike Brown.

8. Budget proposals for 2010/11 – DCC asked to confirm they have considered the budget proposals submitted by Clive Stone and to confirm they agree.

9. Ham Lane – Footpath 8 – DCC to contact rights of Way office to resolve ownership & responsibility for maintenance of this lane.

10. Seaton Rd Colyford – planning application access to Colyford Common – Colyton PC confirmed they do not support this application by EDDC unless a gateway to control speed of vehicles is included.

11. Clay Lane – HGVs – DCC confirmed their policy group do contact the Sat Nav manufacturers.  A weight restriction would need a formal traffic order.  Signs to indicate lane unsuitable for HGV can more readily be done.   DCC to email plan for mark up with proposed positions.

DCC Leader meeting

Open meeting

Seaton Town Hall

26th October 2010

Cllr John Hart presented to this public meeting the Tough Choices ahead for the county budgets.

Before his presentation I enquired whether Cllr Hart had enjoyed his visit to Colyton in the afternoon.  He confirmed he was most impressed by the Reece Strawbridge Centre and looked forward to returning when it was fully completed.  I suggested it warranted an entry for one of the categories in the annual Stirling awards for architecture.  He advised there was also a Devon Architectural award scheme which may also be appropriate and will let me have details.

EDDC Planning

Presentation to Parish Councils & Clerks 

4th November 2010

Main points of interest for Colyton

1. Sidmouth Town Council is doing a paperless trial for planning apps.  EDDC supplied a computer and 36 inch screen.  Plan is to equip other sub district offices in Jan/Feb 2011 (Exmouth next, Ottery St Mary already have their own 42 inch screen to view applications).  A saving of £10K p.a. is claimed.  Colyton should consider this and explore whether there is a practicable way to join this scheme.

2. LDF Consultation – comments wanted, but request for them to be positive and propose alternatives if appropriate.

3. The EDDC Planning Teams are being restructured this week; some officers are changing teams.

4. Note PPS5 government guidance has been issued – it includes that “non-designated heritage assets” can be taken into account just as listed buildings & conservation areas.

5. In the current economic climate it is difficult to hold to the S106 requirement for 40% affordable housing in a development.  Applications may have to consider acceptance of a lower target figure.

6. Approaches have been made to landowners in Cornwall for Solar Panel Parks.  It is anticipated approaches will be made in East Devon, but note government funding for such projects is only available until April 2013.

7. Commented that Parish Plans and Design Statements are useful evidence particularly in appeal situations.  Plans need to be kept up to date and with the future Localisation Bill will probably have even more weight.

8. Website – www.planningportal.gov.uk – shows permitted developments on an interactive house; it also explains the planning & building regs.

9. In next 2 – 3 weeks EDDC will issue their major & minor planning procedures.

10. We requested descriptions and drawing numbering for revisions to be improved but EDDC advised they are unable to insist on drawing standards.

Playing Fields Management Committee

AGM

4th November 2010

Two points noted:-

1. The PMPF confirmed ongoing discussions with PC and RSC to establish a long term plan.

2. Noted mention of a draft constitution drawn up by the Parish Council when the PMPF was formed.  Copy to be provided by the Chairman (JM).

Stop Line Way Meeting 

Colyton Town Hall

5th November 2010

Ros Mills - DCC

Graham Stephens - Colyton

Alan Davis – Colyton

Main points mentioned were:-

1. Land plans of proposed routes have been sent to all landowners on the route between Seaton & Colyford.  DCC want to gain confirmation from the landowners of previous discussions prior to drawing up legal agreements.

2. An environmental audit has been done.  We asked for a copy.

3. It was said the residents in Orchard Close would not be approached until the 2nd phase early next year.  We suggested the residents should be approached as soon as possible.  It is uncertain what DCC will do to the surface of Orchard Close, if anything.  They do not propose to adopt Orchard Close.

5.  Information days are now planned for Feb 2011, to be held in Seaton, Colyford & Axminster.

6.  DCC see the process going forward is to agree land plans, then discuss finance, have information days and issue planning application (note these applications could even be issued before the info days).

7. A report has been done on the PC alternative route - requested a copy.

8. Speed checks have been done for the A3052 (I have copies), an initial safety audit has been done but it called for further checks on the priority system near the White Hart.  DCC are doing "further modelling" on queue lengths.

Our next meeting set for 14 Jan 2011.

�







9th November 2010.


